
April 7, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Courtroom with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The change of venue was to allow for social distancing between attendees.  Commissioner Gunderson was absent.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted that Sarah Kjono, NMPH, 
would be added at 11:15 a.m. to update the board on the COVID-19 pandemic.  A/T Hanson also noted that she would 
like to begin discussion on whether the county would create a plan with regard to 1st half tax payments, or wait to see if 
the legislature is going to do something.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with changes.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last minutes.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board a renewal of the liquor license for the Heart of the Valley Golf Club.  She noted that 
the county attorney and county sheriff had signed off on the application.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve the Heart of the Valley liquor license.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson also brought before the board the Social Services warrants as presented by Taylor Holzer.  The bills would 
normally be paid through the Social Services meeting, however, their scheduled meeting for Thursday, April 9th has been 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  These will still be paid as of Thursday the 9th to keep on the same payment 
schedule.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Social Services warrants in the amount of $72,054.79 
as presented.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then distributed information from the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) entitled Property Tax Relief 
Authority:  Background & Guidance, noting M.S. 279.01 provides authority for counties (through board and treasurer 
agreement) to abate penalty provided for late payment of taxes if they find that the imposition of the penalty would be 
unjust and unreasonable.  A/T Hanson noted that she has only had one call from a taxpayer wondering if the county was 
going to have an extension on paying property taxes.  Commissioners noted that they have not had any calls at this time.  
A/T Hanson expressed that she just wanted to get information to commissioners and to start them thinking as to whether 
they would like to enact a policy, or wait to see if the legislature would act of this.  Commissioners would like to wait and 
see whether the state legislature acts on this and see if any other northern counties act on it.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, brought discussion before the board with regard to purchase of two laptop 
computers so that during this unprecedented time she could have two employees working at home doing indexing of 
documents.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the purchase of 2 laptop 
computers from the Recorder’s Compliance Fund.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, presented his agenda.  The first item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was 
approval of the contract with M & K Bridge Construction, Inc. of Walnut Grove, MN for DNR 0001-18-1C Trail Bridge 
Rehabilitation, in the amount of $145,081, for Bridge 3, 4, 5 & 7 on the Norman County Rail Bed Trail between Ada and 
the Polk County line.  The bid was accepted at the March 10th meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the contract with M & K Bridge Construction, Inc. of Walnut Grove for DNR 0001-18-1C in the amount of 
$145,081.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item was the CSAH 18 Bridge replacement.  Engineer Berndt noted that bids had been opened on March 24th, 
seven bids were received ranging in cost from $485,589 - $574, 642.  The apparent low bidder was Gladen Construction 
with a bid of $485,589.  Keith noted that this project would be 80% funded by Federal IE funds and 20% with State of MN 
Emergency funds.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to award the CSAH 18 Bridge replacement to Gladen 
Construction in the amount of $485,589.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was bridge prioritization.  Keith distributed a map indicating the location of 
several bridges that show deficiencies.  Engineer Berndt also proposed a resolution prioritizing replacement, 



rehabilitation or removal of deficient bridges.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
adopt CR 04-07-2020-1 a resolution prioritizing deficient bridges that Norman County intends to replace, rehabilitate or 
remove these bridges as soon as possible when funds are available.   
 
The next item brought forward by Engineer Berndt was the purchase of two mower tractors that were in the equipment 
budget.  Keith then referred discussion on this topic to Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, as he 
distributed information on the tractor bids.  Bob noted that they had received bids from Norman County Implement, RDO 
and Titan Machinery.  Mr. Ramstad noted that the bid received from Titan Machinery was for two 2019 low hour Case IH 
100 C tractors, with the purchase price of $124,849.84 for the two tractors.  The bid from RDO was for two 2020 JD 5100E 
utility tractors at a price of $118,760.83 but would not be available for delivery until late fall.  The bid from Norman 
County Implement was for two 2020 Massey Ferguson 4710 tractors, 100 HP engine/87 HP PTO, MFWD (4 wheel drive) 
for a purchase price for the two tractors of $118,945.  Mr. Ramstad recommended purchasing the tractors from Norman 
County Implement.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve purchase of the two tractors from Norman County 
Implement for a purchase price of $118,945.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Mr. Ramstad was the purchase of a sign truck, stating that they had received bids from 
Wallwork Truck Center and Nelson International Truck Center.  The bid from Wallwork Truck was for a 2020 F-550 cab 
and chassis 4x4 SD regular cab, 108” cab to axle, 19,500 GVW with a total purchase price of $52,625 plus an additional 
$2200 for extra rear leaf springs.  The bid from Nelson International was for a 2020 CV515 SFA cab and chassis 4x4 
regular cab, 107.8” cab to axle, 22,500 GVW for a total purchase price of $58,597.  Bob recommended the purchase of 
the truck from Nelson International as the truck was a heavier weight vehicle and he felt that would be beneficial.  Also 
addressed was the purchase of a 2020 Knapheide Sign Truck Bed, going through state bid pricing at Bert’s Truck 
Equipment for a purchase price of $82,362.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 
purchase of the truck from Nelson International for $58,597 for the truck chassis, and the Knapheide truck bed from 
Bert’s Truck Equipment at $82,362.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt closed with an update on the flooding within the county.  He distributed a map showing locations within 
the county where there has been water over the road, and noted roads are being assessed, marked and closed as 
required.  He has no estimate on damages at this point, but once rivers crest again the crew will be out assessing bridges 
and roads.   
 
At 10:15 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board along with Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, with 
regard to the new Federal Emergency Sick Leave and Emergency FMLA leave.  After some discussion, and 
recommendations from Mr. Cariveau and Mr. Brue, Commissioner Redland made the motion that when the new Federal 
Emergency Sick Leave conditions apply, that the employees be paid under the Federal Emergency Sick Leave category 
first, as is required by law and to take advantage of the reimbursement.  Then when the 10 workdays of coverage are 
expended, the county will use its Administrative Paid Leave for the remainder of the employee absences.  This applies to 
employees who cannot report to work because of closure of a school or childcare facility, has been ordered to shelter in 
place, is self-isolating because of symptoms or possible exposure to the virus, or is ordered to isolate by a health care 
provider or employer and cannot work from home.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At this time Chairman Hall called for a short break.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order.  Garry Johanson, E.S.O., updated the board on the flood 
outlook by recapping what he has seen around the county.  He noted a number of roads with washouts, more so as you 
go west throughout the county.  He also noted that sand was delivered to several of the western cities last week.  Mr. 
Johanson asked that the board extend CR-03-19-2020-3 for an additional 30 days.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 
to extend CR-03-19-2020-3 A Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency for the Potential Spring Flood Event of 2020 for 
30 days.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was to clarify some information for the board regarding acceptable and 
unacceptable materials for the demolition landfill.  At the March 19th board meeting there had been some question as to 
why carpet was listed as both an acceptable and unacceptable item.  Garry explained that it is considered acceptable if it 
comes in with a house that was demolished; however, would be considered unacceptable if someone were just replacing 
a room of carpeting in their home and wanted to deliver to the landfill.  Garry also explained that it could be delivered to 



the landfill but would not be kept at the landfill, it would be taken to Fosston to the incinerator and therefore would be 
charged at a higher rate.   

 
Mr. Johanson also notified the board that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, HHW Collection will not be available in May.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to the SonicWall NSA2600 service the county had 
purchased previously was due to expire.  David provided the board with three options for renewal.  After discussion the 
consensus of the board was to purchase the 3-year option for $4,063.25.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
proceed with the purchase of the 3-year plan for $4,063.25.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
At 10:50 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, updated the board on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Sarah stated the State of 
Minnesota has a new Dashboard created and released Friday, April 3rd which is very interesting and will allow viewers to 
track the numbers of those testing positive, those no longer hospitalized and deaths as well as the numbers of respirators 
available, PPE available, etc.  She suggested everyone take a look at this.   
 
Director Kjono also noted that her department is working with volunteer coordination in the county as well as Donation 
coordination of such things as Personal Protective Equipment.  Director Kjono also highlighted the need for blood 
donation during this time and encouraged anyone able to donate to contact Vitalent and make an appointment to 
donate as there is still a great need.   
 
Sarah also noted how she appreciates the partnership with the media and that she has been updating the public by being 
on the radio and has decreased this to once a week until Norman County sees more need or the Governor has more 
information that she needs to address to the public.  Ms. Kjono also brought discussion to the board on how to conduct 
their next meeting, possibly with a conference call, or within the building again.  After some discussion, it was decided to 
wait and see if the Governor made any changes to the Stay at Home MN effort as he was expected to address the state in 
the next day or two.  Chairman Hall will update the board on how the meeting will be held.   
 
Jill Murray, Assessor, notified the board that she is working with local townships regarding the Local Board of Appeals to 
hold them through a conference call or other alternative.   
 
Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, brought before the board the possibility of processing tab renewals and working with 
the dealerships again on licensing, as the State of Minnesota, had notified the Deputy Registrars of this possibility.  She is 
working through details with the State and hopes to be able to start this on Monday, April 13th.  This would be either 
through the mail or drop off of renewals, with no public interaction.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $231,242.31   Road & Bridge - $52,854.30  Building - $93.38 
 
Human Services - $23,592.00  County EDA - $100.00   Public Health - $7,145.83 
 
Solid Waste - $18,085.71   County Homes - $170.72   Taxes & Penalties - $50.00 
 
TOTAL - $333,334.25 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall seeing there was nothing else to bring before the board adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


